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NES for Air Quality

ÅThe Ministry for the Environment  introduced 
National Air Quality Standards including 
pollution concentration limits to protect public 
health

ÅRegional Councils must have a plan to ensure 
compliance by 2013



Health effects and air pollution 
(HAPiNZ )

ÅNational study óHealth and Air Pollution in 
New Zealandô 2007

ÅInflammation of airways and effects on 
cardiovascular system

ÅVery young and elderly at most risk and those 
with existing respiratory and cardiovascular 
disease and asthmatics

ÅGenerally ïmortality increases by 5-10% for 
every increase of 10 microgrammes of PM10 per 
cubic meter of air



HAPiNZ ïsome results

Effect

Mortality PM 10 and NO2 2356

Bronchitis 887

Respiratory admissions 267

Cardiac admissions 137

Restricted activity days 1,105,000



ñThe Air Outsideò

Ambient Air Quality Standards
Contaminant Standard Time average Exceedances

Allowed per year

PM10

Particulate Matter

50 mg m-3 24 hours 1

SO2

Sulphur Dioxide

350 mg m-3

570 mg m-3

1 hour

1 hour

9

0

CO

Carbon Monoxides

10 mg m-3 8 hours 1

NO2

Nitrogen Dioxide

200 mg m-3 1 hour 9

O3 -Ozone 150 mg m-3 1 hour 0



Regional Councils and the NES 

for Air Quality

All regional councils are required to:

ÅMonitor and publicly report NES exceedances 
of air pollution levels in areas known to have 
poor air quality

ÅUse the national standard as a basis for all 
resource consents and RMA decisions required 
for air discharge activities


