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Position statement 

 

Government now needs to focus on implementing its Energy Efficiency and 

Conservation Strategy  

 

The Bioenergy Association says it’s pleased the Government’s refresh of the New Zealand 

Energy Efficiency and Conservation Strategy (NZEECS) focuses on the heat and transport 

opportunities available across New Zealand as implementing these will go a long way to 

assisting achievement of the climate change targets.  

 

Brian Cox, Executive Officer of the Bioenergy Association said that “It is encouraging that the 

Government has released this strategy as it addresses many of the barriers currently making it 

difficult to increase the use of renewable energy, and the consequential reduction in the use of 

our finite amounts of fossil fuels. However writing a strategy is only half the task. Implementing it 

is what counts. The Bioenergy Association will be pleased to extend its working with 

Government agencies to assist implementation of the strategy.” 

 

Bioenergy Association is pleased to see the draft refreshed NZEECS includes heat energy as a 

focus area. Biomass and waste provide up to 14% of consumer energy and 32% of energy 

consumed is in the form of heat. Yet only 40% of heat is provided from renewable energy.  

 

“It is long overdue that Government recognised that biomass from forestry, and municipal waste, 

can be used for the production of heat instead of coal and thus make a significant contribution 

to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.” “It is pleasing to see Government providing a lead and 

we now hope that we will see central and local government entities with heat plant responding 

to the challenge and transitioning to using bioenergy instead of fossil fuels.” 

 

“The title of the refreshed strategy ‘Unlocking our energy productivity and renewable potential’ 

indicates that Government is starting to recognise that New Zealand has an immense wealth of 

renewable natural resources which can be utilised via energy to create economic growth, 

employment and achievement of a range of environmental outcomes, including those of climate 

change.” 

 

“It doesn’t make economic sense that the Government proposes buying carbon credits offshore 

to meet our Paris Agreement obligations. We should be taking advantage of low-cost 

opportunities to reduce our carbon emissions here in New Zealand by increasing our use of 

bioenergy, particularly in the heat sector.” 

 

Mr Cox says “Implementation of the strategy won’t occur without continued Government 

involvement and some tasks outlined in the strategy will take time to develop. Transitioning from 

use of fossil fuels to renewable energy also takes time.  To implement the strategy will require 

close working across all stakeholders in order to achieve the targets in the strategy. That has 

currently been lacking“. 
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“In the short term, we’d like the Government to encourage the heat market to use wood fuel, 

farmers to process farm waste to produce bioenergy and local authorities to use organic waste 

for heating and transport fuel instead of dumping it in landfills.” 

 

“Government owned entities are the place to start. Such leadership would show other potential 

users the viability of bioenergy and support expansion of the wood fuel and biogas markets. Our 

bioenergy opportunities are based on well-proven technology, so don’t require further research 

or exploration. What we need is Government support to speed up growth of the market. We 

hope that Government will support the refreshed strategy by action.” 

 

Mr Cox says there are many economically viable niche bioenergy opportunities. “With 

Government support and near zero cost, the number of opportunities could increase 

considerably, using New Zealand’s good supply of renewable natural resources to achieve 

significant economic, employment and environmental benefits.” 

 

Ends 
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About the New Zealand Bioenergy Association 

The Bioenergy Association helps its members to develop and grow their bioenergy businesses, 
raises awareness of the benefits of bioenergy and provides the latest information about the 
bioenergy sector, both in New Zealand and internationally. 
 
Its Vision is for 25 percent of New Zealand’s consumer energy supply to be from bioenergy, 
including 30 percent of the country’s transport fuels, by around 2040. 
 
For more information about the potential economic benefit of this Vision see the BERL analysis 
of the New Zealand Bioenergy Strategy 2010. 
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