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Dear Bioenergy Association Members and friends 
 
Welcome to BANZ BIO-FLASH. 
 

 
The Bioenergy Options project led by Scion has produced a wealth 
of information about the bioenergy opportunities and has 
identified that NZ could be full self sustaining in transport fuels 
from bioenergy. This work has been used as a base for 
development of a “picture of the bioenergy opportunities” and a 

draft strategy.  These are to be discussed at a workshop to be held in Wellington on the 9th 
February 2010 (details below). 
 
Key to the development of a strategy that can be used by investors, land owners, foresters, 
territorial authorities, researchers and government agencies is agreement on the priority activities 
and development of a consistent approach that builds on the existing sector activities in wood 
energy, biogas and transport biofuels.  8.5 % of total NZ consumer energy is already produced 
from bioenergy sources so it is not an insubstantial industry.  It is now time to develop a strategy 
for growing that further. 
 
The meeting on the 9th February will hear from the Bioenergy Options researchers and then focus 
on the way forward.  It is a workshop for contributions from all attendees and not a talking heads 
conference.  If you want to be up-to-date on the opportunities that influence the bioenergy 
strategy you should attend. 
 

The development of a consistent strategy is essential if we are to align opportunities, investors, 
researchers and government policies. 

 

 
BANZ 2010 WORKSHOPS – DATES 
 Mark your diaries 
 
 

 

Development of a NZ  

Bioenergy Strategy 
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Event Focus Date and Location Details 

Thermo-chemical conversion of 
biomass to energy and liquid fuels’ 

Friday 5th February 2010, 
Christchurch 

See details below 

BANZ AGM Monday 8th February 2010, 
Wellington 

See details below 

Bioenergy Strategy Workshop Tuesday 9th February, Wellington Programme   

Booking Form 

Developing a Wood Pellets Market. Thursday 18th February 2010, 
Rotorua. 

Programme will be on the website 
soon 

Wood Chip Boilers and their Fuel 
Supply Chain – A study tour of wood 
chip boiler installations and wood 
fuel operations. 

Wednesday/Thursday 10th – 11th 
March 2010,  
(Dunedin and Otago) 

 

Programme will be on the website 
soon 

EECA Biofuels and Electric Vehicles 
Conference. 

Wednesday 21st April 2010, 
Wellington. 

Details on EECA website 

www.eeca.govt.nz 

Liquid Biofuels in New Zealand – 
Emerging opportunities, sustainable 
development and increasing 
availability. 

Thursday 22nd April 2010, 
Wellington. 

Back to back event with EECA 
Biofuels and Electric Vehicles 
Conference on the preceding day.   

Joint registration discount 
available.   

Programme 

Booking form on BANZ website  

www.bioenergy.org.nz 

Biogas from Municipal solid and 
liquid waste. 

Wednesday 13th May 2010, 
Christchurch. 

In conjunction with the Energy 
Management Association of NZ 
(EMANZ) 

Biogas as a transport fuel. November 2010. tbc 

 

 Bioenergy Event – Bioenergy Strategy Workshop  
BANZ is facilitating the preparation of a New Zealand Bioenergy Development Strategy. With the 
completion of the Scion led Bioenergy Options research project BANZ has taken up the results of 
that research to develop an industry led sector strategy.  This is being done in conjunction with NZ 
Forest Owners Association and government agencies. As part of the programme of work BANZ will 
be holding a workshop in Wellington on 9th February 2010 to present the results of the Bioenergy 
Options project and a picture of the opportunities that are arising from bioenergy over the next 
decade.  From that a bioenergy strategy will be presented and discussed.  
 
If you are interested in being an active participant in the bioenergy sector and want a clear picture 
of the opportunities available to you and influence the strategy then you should book this 
workshop into your diary now. 

file://energy1/executive/Client%20Websites/BANZ/documents/newsletters/2009/Bioflash/BioenergyOptionsWorkshopProgramme-091222.pdf
file://energy1/executive/Client%20Websites/BANZ/documents/newsletters/2009/Bioflash/BANZ%20Bio%20En%20Options%20Workshop%20-registration_Feb%202010.doc
http://www.eeca.govt.nz/
BioenergyOptionsWorkshopProgramme-091222.pdf
http://www.bioenergy.org.nz/
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  BIOENERGY EVENT - EECA BIOFUELS AND ELECTRIC VEHICLES CONFERENCE  
The date for the EECA Biofuels and Electric Vehicles Conference 2010 has been confirmed.  It will 
be held on Wednesday 21 April 2010, at Te Papa in Wellington.  The annual conference is New 
Zealand’s principal industry conference on biofuels and electric vehicles, and is an opportunity for 
the industry to come together to discuss the state of play on renewable transport in New Zealand, 
as well as developments and insights from top overseas speakers.  
 
The conference will run from 9am through until approximately 5.30pm.  Following the conference, 
a networking drinks function will be held.  
 
Planning is underway for an exciting line up of international and New Zealand speakers, and we are 
pleased to announce that two top international key note speakers have already been confirmed:  

 Michio Shinohara, General Manager and Chief Engineer Environment and Safety 
Planning Office, Honda Motor Company, Japan  

 Elizabeth Beall, Roundtable on Sustainable Biofuels  

Further details, confirmed speakers and registrations are to come in the New Year. In the mean 
time, be sure to block out Wednesday 21 April 2010 in your calendar.  

 

 BIOENERGY EVENT – LIQUID BIOFUELS IN NZ - EMERGING OPPORTUNITIES, 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND INCREASING AVAILABILITY 

BANZ is holding its annual liquid biofuels conference ‘Liquid Biofuels in New Zealand – Emerging 
opportunities, sustainable development and increasing availability’ on the day following the EECA 
Biofuels Conference (Thursday 22 April), also in Wellington.  
 
The two events are being prepared in conjunction with each other. More information will also 
come in the New Year about this, offering joint registration to both events. 

 

 BIOENERGY EVENT - DEVELOPING A WOOD PELLETS MARKET  
BANZ is in the process of developing NZ branded wood pellets and a market for expansion of the 
domestic residential and commercial scale wood pellet markets, plus facilitation of the export 
market. This will be launched at this event.  
 
Details available in the New Year. 

 

 BIOENERGY EVENT – ‘THERMO-CHEMICAL CONVERSION OF BIOMASS TO 
ENERGY AND LIQUID FUELS’– University of Canterbury Event  

The University of Canterbury will hold a workshop on ‘Thermo-chemical conversion of biomass to 
energy and liquid fuels’.  This workshop was initially organised with IPENZ but later was cancelled 
due to some un-controllable reasons and so has been rescheduled to 5th Feb. 
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More detailed information can be found at http://www.uco.canterbury.ac.nz/conference/wtrc10/ 
or at http://www.woodtech.canterbury.ac.nz/  

 FUNDING OPPORTUNITY – EECA BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY GRANT FUNDING 
ROUND   

EECA is offering cash grants for businesses that are prepared to take the first step towards 
implementing energy efficient technologies.  
 
Grants of up to 40% of the capital cost of the project are available, with a maximum of $100,000 
for each grant.  Having an energy efficient business can reduce your running costs, increase profits 
and demonstrate your company’s commitment to minimising its impact on the environment.  
The implemented technologies should be capable of reducing the energy intensity of an 
organisation’s operation, have the potential to be applied to a majority of businesses across their 
industry sector, be commercially available and offer an acceptable payback period. 
 

Applications due by Friday, 26th of March 2010 at 4:00 pm.   
Log onto the GETS web-site https://www.gets.govt.nz for more details. 

 
 

 FUNDING OPPORTUNITY - SMART ENERGY CHALLENGE (ENERGY RESEARCH 
DEVELOPMENT FUND)  

The Singapore Energy Market Authority (EMA) has set up a $25 million Energy Research 
Development Fund (ERDF) to provide financial support for the implementation of new and 
innovative energy solutions to address the following goals: 

i. Diversify Singapore’s energy sources and improve our energy security; 

ii. Help achieve Singapore’s energy intensity reduction targets; and 

iii. Develop Singapore’s energy industry. 

 ERDF is intended to seek out projects, which are close to deployment and have the potential to 
provide impactful and tangible results. The funds from the ERDF will be used to support proposals 
for projects submitted through the inaugural Smart Energy Challenge (SEC). The SEC will provide 
funding of up to $5 million per project for the development of ideas that address Singapore’s 
energy goals.  The EMA invites proposals for innovative projects to be submitted as part of the SEC.  
The proposals should meet at least one of the above goals for the ERDF. Proposals can be in the 
following three focus areas: 

i. Power Generation 

ii. Energy for Transport 

iii. Energy Efficiency for Industry 

Closing date for submission is 20th February 2010 details available here: 
http://www.ema.gov.sg/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=125&Itemid=141  

 

http://www.uco.canterbury.ac.nz/conference/wtrc10/
http://www.woodtech.canterbury.ac.nz/
https://www.gets.govt.nz/
http://www.ema.gov.sg/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=125&Itemid=141
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 NZTE INITIATIVE - UK-to-NZ Mission in Clean Technologies. 
NZ is hosting a business trade mission from the UK during the week of February 8 1010. Visiting 
experts include: 

1. Terry Pollard, Isis Innovation, Oxford:  Low carbon systems, cleantech investors, research 
support systems. Canterbury University.  

2. Paul Sallis, Newcastle University: Specific contacts with Cawthron Institute and Natural 
Systems Ltd., South Island.   

3. Philip Wong Too (Garrad Hassan, NZ-based): Wave/tidal/wind/solar systems.  

4. Carolyn Roberts, UK Environmental Sustainability Knowledge Transfer Network (ESKTN): 
Environmental technologies and business organisations, plus like-minded public 
institutions.  

5. Tom Brennan, Rural Generation Ltd, Belfast : Willow as an energy source, local government 
and schools engineers. 

6. Plus a speaker from the UK Carbon Trust, TBA 

 

 BANZ MEETING – BANZ AGM – MONDAY 6.00PM 8TH FEBRUARY 2010 , 
WELLINGTON 

Formal notification and AGM papers will be made available in early January. 
 

 
URS REPORT ON GHG EMISSIONS FROM BIODIESEL 
PRODUCTION IN NEW ZEALAND 
EECA has released the URS report on GHG emissions from the three biodiesel 
processes currently being used in NZ and an international peer review of that 
report by E4Tech.  Also available are spreadsheets to calculate emissions 

using own data.  The URS report gives default values for emissions from the three processes as an indication 
for the purposes on informing. 
 
 EECA intends to publish the report and the peer review on its website in early January. EECA is seeking 
feedback on the documents.  Direct feedback to BANZ and we will co-ordinate a response to EECA. 
 
In addition, EECA is also interested in a producer or producers voluntarily acknowledging the emissions 
fairly represent their process or alternatively submitting a calculation for confidential review and this 
number published. As well as the reduction in GHG emissions EECA is also interested in a voluntary 
statement about whether the biodiesel feedstock has affected food production or reduced biodiversity. 
 
Click here to download the URS report.   
Other details are available from Trevor Johnson at EECA - Trevor.johnson@eeca.govt.nz 
 
 

 
 

Biogas - 

Issues of Interest 

Final%20report_biodiesel%20GHG%20emission%20models_v2.pdf
mailto:Trevor.johnson@eeca.govt.nz
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BANZ Biogas web-site now available at www.biogas.org.nz– this web-

site has recently been developed as a portal for access to biogas information in 
NZ.  The BANZ Executive Officer would be happy to receive your suggestions 
for additions and corrections. 
 

Biogas as a Transport Fuel - BANZ Biogas Interest Group Committee is 

considering establishment of a project to get the use of biogas as a transport fuel back onto the mainstream 
energy agenda.  If you are interested in this topic we would welcome hearing from you. 
 

BANZ Technical Guidance Documents – coming soon (contact 

connie.crookshanks@bioenergy.org.nz  for more details): 
 Guidance Document for Wood Pellet Boiler Operators 

 Guidance Document for Conversion of Solid Fuel Boilers from Coal Fired 
to Wood Pellet Fired 

 

Wood Pellet Training 
May 2010 – Dedicated Wood Pellet Boiler Operators Course [Schools] – in the planning – Rotorua. 
 

Australia News – Market opens for timber pellets over coal 
A new type of timber processing mill could be on the horizon for Tasmania.  Emissions legislation in Europe 
gives companies carbon offset benefits for burning wood instead of coal.  Forest Enterprises Australia says it 
is considering the market for a pellet mill using waste from its Tasmania operations.  Industry Analyst 
Robert Eastment says the state’s timber-rich resource makes it ideal to spearhead the push into the pellet 
market.  “They are short of wood they don’t have anywhere near sufficient wood to burn to be able to meet 
the European targets.”  “So they’re going to be down in places like Tasmania looking around buying the 

wood, and the wood is shipped out, but instead of woodchips its wood pellets,” he said. (ref). 

 
 

 
 
Brian Cox  
Executive Officer  
Bioenergy Association of NZ  
 

Liquid Biofuels – 

 Issues of Interest 

Wood Pellets – 

Issues of Interest 

BIO-FLASH is brought to you as a BANZ Initiative to improve communication throughout the 
bioenergy sector.  The BIO-FLASH will be produced roughly fortnightly to give quick news 
headlines on recent and current activities and links to where the news can be read in greater 
depth.   
 
We welcome your contributions and will also include paid product and service announcements.  
 
 If you have something that you would like others to know about then let us know. 
 
Advertisements for products and services are welcome.   Apply for fee information. 

http://www.biogas.org.nz/
mailto:connie.crookshanks@bioenergy.org.nz
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2009/12/16/2773098.htm?section=business

