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Ecodiesel produces biodiesel fuel from Tallow - a 
sustainable resource. Ecodiesel is constructing a 20 
million litre biodiesel plant, which will be completed by 
February 2010.  The plant will be the first commercial-
scale plant in New Zealand capable of producing 
biodiesel that meets the technical specifications required 
by major oil companies. Ecodiesel is in the process of 
raising its final funding to complete the plant and begin full 
scale commercial production. 
 
Ecodiesel Limited has developed a proprietary 
manufacturing process to convert tallow into biodiesel. 
The company’s demonstration plant has proven various 
aspects of the technology by producing product meeting 
the New Zealand fuel standards. Ecodiesel’s product has 
been sold both commercially and at the retail level in New 
Zealand. 
 
Ecodiesel technology utilises low temperature and low 
pressure processing of Biodiesel, resulting in low cost, 
low energy plants. The plants are designed as standalone 
units and can operate in remote locations with limited 
infrastructure. Low quality feedstocks are no problems 
and plants can be custom designed for specific input oils 
or fats. 
 
Ecodiesel plants are generally economic to run at 
capacities as low as 10 million litres per year and produce 
high quality biodiesel from low quality feedstocks at high 
yield rates. High yields and low process costs are 
achieved through internal processing of all byproducts 
produced.  
 
Ecodiesel has plans to expand its Auckland plant to 40 
million litres within two years. 

 

Core Skill(s): 

 Production Technology 

 Plant Design 

 Plant Construction 

Biofuel Focus: 

 1
st
 generation focus 

  biodiesel 

Core Product/Activity: 

 Biodiesel from Tallow 

 Small scale standalone plants 

Key Project Activities: 

 Pilot plant Onehunga 

 Full-scale plant Onehunga 

Leading Edge: 

“Ecodiesel specialises in the conversion of 
difficult lipid substrates, such as tallow to 
Biodiesel at a low capital cost. Ecodiesel uses 
tallow but the technology also allows the 
conversion of other low cost feedstocks. 
Ecodiesel plants are standalone and do not 
require any downstream service providers as 
all byproducts are effectively processed in the 
plant. This makes the technology particularly 
attractive to small or remote markets.” 

Investment Base: 

 100% New Zealand 

Employees: 

 2009 - 5 full time 

 2010 - 22 full time 

Production Capacity 

18 Million tonnes in 2010 
 


